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     President’s Message 
 

Dear Sarasota Garden Club Members 

As 2024 comes to an end, we reflect on our 

successful year at Sarasota Garden Club, with 

many memorable activities like Programs, 

Education Sessions, Gardens in Paradise, 

Gardening, Building Renovations, our Music 

in the Gardens celebrations and our 

increasing membership. 

Although this year presented challenges due to 

Mother Nature, Sarasota Garden Club remains strong and active thanks to our 

dedicated members and our partnership with The Bay.   

We are grateful for your support and participation in making our club a flourishing 

community. Remember to RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 

Looking ahead to 2025, we have exciting programs and educational sessions 

planned for all members to enjoy and learn from.  Our January General Members 

Monthly Meeting, "Water 101 for Homeowners," promises to be a timely and 

informative topic. 

Despite the unfortunate cancellation of our premiere “Gardens in Paradise” 

fundraiser, the GIP Committee will start exploring gardens for our March 2026 

event. Our committees will also consider other fundraising opportunities for 

2025. 

Wishing you all a wonderful and prosperous 2025! 

Kelly L Goodwin 

President 

Tel: 941-718-3359 

klgkey@outlook.com 

  

mailto:klgkey@outlook.com
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“Gardens In Paradise” 
Sarasota Garden Club is sorry to announce that it has been necessary 

to cancel our “Gardens in Paradise” Tour of Private Gardens for 2025.   

With the devastating effects of multiple storms in our local area this past fall, 

gardens are simply not able to be ready for viewing at the locations we had 

chosen.   

We are disappointed that we could not bring this very popular tour to you this 

year, but we are certain that you understand the need for this decision. We look 

forward to bringing an exceptional tour to our community in March of 2026! 

GIP is our largest fundraiser of the year and supports our scholarship awards, 

horticulture and floral design education, monthly member programs, Sarasota 

Arbor Day and many of the classes we share with our community.  

Alternative fundraising events are being considered. 

 

SGC Gardens and The Bay Park 

Conservancy Update 

Our SGC gardens have suffered devastating loss and are being redesigned 

with a local professional landscape architect in partnership with The Bay 

Park Conservancy.  

We will share more of the progress of the renovation of our perimeter gardens as 

the project moves forward.  Please come by and visit and take a walk through our 

patio garden and fountain located on our building terrace and tour the 

surrounding bayfront areas—they are looking great. 

Our monthly programs and outings continue as planned and our building has 

been reopened after an extensive remodel and renovation this summer.   
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Key January Calendar Dates 

At a Glance …. 

 

 
 

• Committee Meetings scheduled throughout the month 

• Weekend of 4th / 5th – Sarasota Orchid Society Annual Show & Sale 

(see flyer) at Municipal Auditorium – SGC preparing the stage display 

• 15th – General Members Monthly Meeting (see flyer for full 

details)  Bring a Guest!  

• 17th – Florida Arbor Day (plan on being at the planting) 

• 28th - EDUCATION workshop in preparation for Flower Show 

entries (see flyer) 
 

Always check the website calendar! 

https://sarasotagardenclub.org/calendar/ 

https://sarasotagardenclub.org/calendar/
https://sarasotagardenclub.org/calendar/
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Next General Members Monthly Meeting  

January 15 
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Florida Arbor Day 

January 17 
See page 27 in the Yearbook 

 

This year – Florida Arbor Day takes place on January 17 

We’ll keep you informed! 

  



BLOOMING CHATTER  Sarasota Garden Club Monthly Newsletter  JANUARY 2025 – Page 7 

 

EDUCATION event – Tuesday January 28 

Hort & Design Entries for SGC Flower Show 
 

Almost every year, Sarasota Garden Club lays on a Flower Show – 

last year’s was “Ghostly Gala”>>>>>>  

With all that’s been going on in the garden, right now a Sarasota 

Garden Club “Pop-Up Flower Show” is in the planning stage – 

expected to take place on February 22.   

Lots more information to come! 

The January Education event is specifically to help Members enter and do well at the Flower 

Show.  So come along …. learn what it’s all about, and get some invaluable advice from the 

experts in the club. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR SGC 

“Pop-Up” Flower Show 

Saturday February 22 
 

The January Education event will take place on Tuesday 

January 28 to help Members better understand the show 

format, and how best to submit entries in Design and/or 

Horticulture divisions.   

For those of you who have not taken part in previous 

Flower Shows, you should not be worried about 

submitting an entry.  It’s a fun event and those that 

are more experienced are very willing to help newer, 

less experienced members. 

There will be a range of Design and Horticulture classes.  

Design will feature some interesting subjects, and every member is 

encouraged to enter EARLY and seek help where necessary. 
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Review of December’s  

General Members Monthly Meeting 

Everybody enjoyed Sarah’s presentation: Thank you Sarah!

 

 

Check out Facebook for more photos (thank you Carol Lackey): 

https://www.facebook.com/sarasotagardenclub - Dec 18 post.   

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/sarasotagardenclub
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Membership Committee Report 
   From Sue Angle, Membership Committee Chair 

We hope your Holiday Season was joyful and stress-free  
and you’re ready for 2025! 

Our Garden Club’s December General Members Monthly Meeting came at that very 
busy time and was a wonderful get-together which brought a social time with like-
minded friends and delicious refreshments by the Hospitality Committee.  

It also included opportunities for members to learn about our club’s committees and 
add their name to their committee’s member list. Several members signed up to be a 
part of the committees and we thank them for being willing to help our Garden Club’s 
plans and mission in the community.  

The program by our member, Sarah Munford, was beautiful and so interesting 
and was enjoyed by all.  Thank you, Sarah!! 

New members were welcomed, introduced and given a gift of a plant, a Yearbook and New Member Folder. 

• Cheryl Scheid is retired now and plans to belong to two Garden Clubs, the other 
being Lakewood Ranch Garden Club which is also a Federated Club. She had 
special interest in Sarah’s program about Holidays in Williamsburg, Virginia, 
since she went to William and Mary University. 

• Her friend, Robyn Winfield, also joined our club and she too belongs to 
Lakewood Ranch Garden Club. Robyn is from New Jersey and formerly a High 
School Science Teacher. 

• We were so happy to welcome back Sheilla Donnell who had been a member of 
SGC and after moving to Mexico three years ago, she returned, definitely ready 
to rejoin since she had even kept her SGC name badge. 

Welcome to ALL! 

Guests too were greeted – Linda Elliff brought friends, Julie Planck and Marilyn Parker, and several of 
Sarah Munford’s friends from her church also enjoyed the day. 

We warmly invite the public to join us for our meetings, where a nominal donation of just $10 is 
requested from them to support the Sarasota Garden Club's vital mission of environmental conservation 
and community beautification. This is with a maximum of two guest visits, and their $10 is refunded when 
they become a Garden Club member. 

As members of the Membership Committee, one of the nicest things we hear from new members and 
guests is how friendly our members are and how welcome they feel at our Garden Club meetings. Let’s 
remember to greet and talk not only with our friends, but also with others we can meet and get to know. 
Help make sure our new members and guests feel welcome. We are glad they are with us and want them 
to know they are appreciated. 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
on line for 2025 
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Renew Membership for 2025 

A reminder that the Sarasota Garden Club year for dues runs 
between January and December, in line with the club’s 

accounting year. 

We hope you agree that SGC Membership offers Members a 
great program of social and educational events throughout 
the year, (with a short summer break while a lot of planning takes place) 

 

DID YOU KNOW that $12 per club member is paid to the Florida Federation of Gardening Clubs? 
which opens up a whole range of benefits.  Many members attend Flower Design and other 
courses – ask Sue Angle for more information and/or visit their website at https://www.ffgc.org/ 

 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP  
ON LINE 

https://sarasotagardenclub.org/membership 
/membership-renewal/ 

n.b. if you have any problems with online 
payment, contact Kelly Goodwin 

RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP AT 

JANUARY’S MEETING 

Membership Committee and Dianne 
Beaver will be on hand to take cash 
and/or check 

 

PROGRAM AND EDUCATION SCHEDULES are in your Yearbook 

 

:  

   

  

We hope you will renew your membership, 
perhaps encourage friends to join too. 

We look forward to sharing next year’s 
activities with you. 

 

https://www.ffgc.org/
https://sarasotagardenclub.org/membership/membership-renewal/
https://sarasotagardenclub.org/membership/membership-renewal/


BLOOMING CHATTER  Sarasota Garden Club Monthly Newsletter  JANUARY 2025 – Page 11 

 

Review of December’s Education Event 

December’s Education Event was “A Holiday Centerpiece” 

presented by lead floral 

designer Pascale 

Taradoux from 

Uprooted Rose. 

Everybody went home 

with a beautiful, 

individual centerpiece to decorate their holiday homes. 

Here’s just 1 of them: 
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And in the morning, a group of volunteers decorated the Club’s 

Christmas Tree:  thank you Christmas Elves 
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Review of December’s  

“Holiday Music in the Gardens” 

Thank you to everyone that made this 
event the great success that it was. 

 

  

Special Thank You to 
Rick Benitez for capturing so 
many different aspects of the 

evening’s event.   

CLICK ON THIS LINK to see over 
300 photos! 

https://rbphotos.zenfolio.com/
p450370666 

Sign in with your name & email: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/rebecca.bond.7315/vi
deos/513454011122747/ 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frbphotos.zenfolio.com%2Fp450370666&data=05%7C02%7C%7C10d04436ad4348443dc608dd19fb0d0d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638695288219574705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JNY2UgP386t%2BmMqTQ6%2FSsbplBxunEzQSYU4QpjmJCmo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frbphotos.zenfolio.com%2Fp450370666&data=05%7C02%7C%7C10d04436ad4348443dc608dd19fb0d0d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638695288219574705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JNY2UgP386t%2BmMqTQ6%2FSsbplBxunEzQSYU4QpjmJCmo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/rebecca.bond.7315/videos/513454011122747/
https://rbphotos.zenfolio.com/p450370666
https://www.facebook.com/rebecca.bond.7315/videos/513454011122747/
https://www.facebook.com/rebecca.bond.7315/videos/513454011122747/
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Thank you Sandy Christmas 

 ANOTHER THANK YOU TO 
Sandy Slaminko, who hosted an event at her home/garden to 

thank the Friday garden workers from Sarasota Garden and the 
Butterfly Clubs for all the work they do throughout the year.  

Sandy’s Christmas Grotto is spectacular. 

 

 

  

…. And here’s CJ with Livy’s 
new puppy! 
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Help us improve our website 

www.SarasotaGardenClub.org 

We are working towards improving our website and seek your input. 

Thank you to those of you who have already completed a survey (paper-
based).  For those that have not had the opportunity to collect and 
complete a survey at a meeting, we’d like to offer you the ability to 

provide your feedback by completing the survey on-line: 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SURVEY – it’s very 
important!  THANK YOU IN ADVANCE 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/io7TKhA/S

GCWebSurvey 

 

  

http://www.sarasotagardenclub.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/io7TKhA/SGCWebSurvey
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/io7TKhA/SGCWebSurvey
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/io7TKhA/SGCWebSurvey
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News from Sarasota Orchid Society 
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News from Ikebana 
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